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‘ By Fred Barisasxi---’“" "
Wummnpmm&‘rii“‘ »:"4
U.S. District Court Judge. Oren- R.

Ex-CIA’ Agent’s.Defenses |

the defenses:of ‘formers CIA - agent::
Frank- Snepp,-who is<charged with
breaching the- agencrs Secrecy. agreess
‘ment with. his recent booh ons the fall
R
- 'P'unctuatin° his rulings w:th. str:onv
personalcntmsm ofunauthonzed dis-

judge said in'federal’court:in Alex
dria that\Sneppwas not. entitled to -a
trial by jury, warned that: -“nobody has-

mation,” and told Snepp’s lawyer that
the endence\ ‘won‘t make: anv\ differ
ence.. .'

Snepp pubhshed the- boolc “Decen

cation screening by thes CIA, as'r
guired. by . the.secrecy agreement -he.

signed when .he:joined- the' CIA; -T FRANK SVEP?‘ L

. ‘| Turner testified. As a result of ‘the
-Snepp book ‘and other disclosurss, he
1said,

kequest for Jury tria.l

test its powers to- censor former er. j
ployes by filing -a ¢ivil- suit_against -
Snepp. even though the government-
did not assert: any- classified informa-
tion was revealed.. The suit seeks.an -
injunction against: Ffurther revelations
by Snépp, all:the- earnings. from: the's
book;. and ran+ -unspecified amo_unt -0f%
damages.-a— vr' -»*‘-’n‘“’—“ a0y ;’.5?,_.5
. Judge-Lawis; ~who~ has been.” pré=

T R
al,” .he-%-attacked:

Snepp’s defense arvume.nts.. including’~
the central one that ‘the semcragree-

femsrmmn TDRNEM.«H

3. nervous about contmumg and foreign

STAT]

ence.” Earlier he had ‘told Lynch that

Snepp was “on.the road to Richmend:
[the Fourth~ U.S. Circuit Court ofi
Appeals]-and T'Il show you how to get..
there.” - “a L Lo, ey .,4
" The Snepp case is. the second ma;or
CIA effort to-legally- bolster the se-
crecy agreement signed by agency em-
ployes:..In the case of former CIA .offi-
cial Victor Marchetti, the agency won
assurance-from* the court of appeais
tpat it could censor books under the
secrecy agreement insofar as, they
contained classified information. =- -
This case, however, did not mvolve
official secrets.. The agency is basing
its suit simply on ‘the grounds that
Snepp breached his secrecy “contract”
by failing to-submit “Decent Intarval"
for agency screening.. = ... "
‘“We must assure our soumes that
they will not be exposed, possibly to
death,” CIA Director Stansfield

“Over: the past .six to nine
months we- Have had ‘a number - of
‘sources discontinue work for-us and a
number of sources who say they . are

:intelligence agencies who .bave ques.
'tioned whether they can do hnsmesa
withus™ " -7 L
It be is able to get zway w!th this,
it will prove to other people that we
bave no control,” Turner said.. 3.-" .

- Judge~ Lewis... would *,not .‘permle
Turner -to: be ‘questioned about . the
statement; . saying that there:had al:
ready: been “enough things come out:
‘to' demoralize the - -agency.” -Turner
‘himself did not raise an- ob)echon to
cross-examination. - - ST R

3

~Throughoutthe day,” Lewirreput-
edly’ sustained - objections ‘trom™ ‘the
Justice’ Department before they werse
even raised and when Snepp. took thel
stand in his own defense he .-.pok
to him in a lecturing toneX j

-He . asked. Snepp rhetor!cal]y “Yo
did-not understand -that: ‘posmon o

‘novel bu: bu.sm __g_tllat__‘_“ ST o
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this information (in the Snepp book].”
be said at one pomt. It doest_x’: hgv

“.Jd don‘t’"thlnk- the govemment
has to show-:that .it. lost $2,7. Lewis’
sa.xd. “The-real issue is whethar they
can ‘enforcete wﬁftan“[secrecy}
azreement: If'they can't, then- a.ny em-
ploye off the’ CIA" can goto .work ‘and
get allithe: secrets and’go. iuto the'l

aLewu then said  he thought Snepp
Hady &’ ' “fiduciary” - responsibility: to"]
protect: CIA: information: not unlike
the responsbxlit,v- of ‘a banker in pro-
tectingthe bank’smoney. b I -\ e
: At one pomt. wher defense Iawyer'
Mark: Lynchncommented that :*he
wanted .to- get-.all the: evidence: ‘into

s4/339Teis Citesceffect.on CIA2ources - -

the record, Lewis rephed almost inau-

Alhla ok na

trust - meant that you would not d
vulge” secrets ar. information of: thi
agency? .- . Is that your- understand
ing, that you could “be the judge-
what“could, be  released " and what
couldn’t be releasett without. t.h. .rmew
of the ageney?™ "~ “ I :

Snepp replied- “I. would. nevex-
lease mfprmatxon_; that is- classifi
i R Sl bR
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